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From the Durham Biodiversity Partnership

Release date: September 04

Contacts: Andy Lees – Durham Biodiversity Forum

Subject: New Wildlife Website

An action plan for the most important wildlife in the Durham area is now available on a new website launched by the Durham Biodiversity Partnership.

The partnership, which includes the local authorities of Gateshead, Darlington, South Tyneside, Sunderland and County Durham as well as the Durham Wildlife Trust and many regional environmental bodies, has created the website to allow more people to take action for wildlife.  

The new site contains the information on how and where to volunteer on wildlife related projects and how you can help take part in local wildlife surveys.  Information from previous wildlife surveys will also be available.  

Durham Biodiversity Action Plan which forms the workplan for the project partners is also available to download from the site with action plans for many of Durham’s most important plant and animal species and their habitats.  There are action plans to conserve everything from the Glow Worm to the Minke Whale.

Andy Lees who is the partnership officer said  “There are opportunities to get involved in action for wildlife all over the Durham area from Gateshead to Darlington.  I am particularly looking forward to launching a series of public wildlife surveys on the site which will help us with much needed baseline information on some of our most vulnerable species.  Look out for the launch of our snake survey in the spring!”

“ The Durham Biodiversity Action Plan is one of the most highly respected action plans in the country, but it has only been available as a bulky paper document until now.  Making the BAP electronic will not only give more people access to information about what all the partners are doing to conserve wildlife in the region, but it will help us to adapt the document more frequently as the situation changes, and to publish our progress as it happens.”

The new website can be found at www.durhambiodiversity.org.uk

ENDS

More information from Andy Lees – Durham Biodiversity Partnership Officer.

Tel: 0191 584 3112

Fax: 0191 584 3934

Mob: 07977 279838

Email: andylees@durhambiodiversity.org.uk

The Durham Biodiversity Partnership includes many organisations who are working to conserve wildlife in the Durham area.  The executive partners are: Durham Wildlife Trust, English Nature, The Environment Agency, Tyne Tees Farming and Wildlife Group, DEFRA, Gateshead Council, South Tyneside Council, City of Sunderland, Darlington Council and Durham County Council.

Durham Wildlife Trust is the host organisation for the Durham Biodiversity Partnership Officer.  The Trust takes action to protect the wildlife of County 
Durham, the City of Sunderland and Boroughs of Gateshead, South 
Tyneside and Darlington. The Trust has over 8,000 members and manages 
25 nature reserves and four visitor centres. It operates an education 
programme linked to the National Curriculum and manages projects to 
protect rare and threatened species. For more information, please 
contact Mark James on 0191 5843112.
