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From the Durham Biodiversity Partnership

Release date: 21st April 2005

Contacts: Andy Lees 0191 584 3112, 07977 279838, 

Subject: Hedgerow grants launched for Gateshead, South Tyneside, Sunderland, Darlington and County Durham.

Grants to plant or to restore hedgerows are now available to land-owners and managers across the Durham region.

The Durham Hedgerow Partnership who co-ordinate the scheme are worried that hedgerows across the region have disappeared from the landscape through destruction and neglect, and the grants aim to reverse this decline through restoration and re-planting.

Hedgerows are an extremely important habitat for all kinds of wildlife including farmland birds, butterflies and moths, bats and small mammals like voles and shrews.  Sensitive management should allow hedgerows to produce berries and seeds every year providing food for flocks of autumn migrant birds such as the fieldfare.  And with good maintenance hedgerows should last for hundreds of years. 

Formerly available only in County Durham, the Field Boundary Restoration Grants are now open to applicants in South Tyneside, Sunderland, Darlington and Gateshead too.  

The Durham Hedgerow Partnership are aiming the grants at farmers and others who have old hedgerows in need of gapping up, hedge-laying or coppicing.  The money is also available for planting complete new hedges along the line of a former hedgerow.  

The scheme has the backing of the Durham Biodiversity Partnership, the Great North Forest and the Durham Wildlife Trust who hope it will help preserve some of the most wildlife rich hedges in the Durham area, and provide more food, shelter and movement corridors for wildlife.

Money from County Durham Environmental Trust and from local authorities themselves allows grants, which pay for about half the cost of the hedge work, to be given to private landowners, tenants and to voluntary sector organisations.

More information  on the grant scheme (including a leaflet with the payment rates) is available from Pete Berry at Durham County Council (0191 383 3426) or Andy Lees of the Durham Biodiversity Partnership (0191 584 3112).

ENDS

More information from Andy Lees – Durham Biodiversity Partnership Officer.

Tel: 0191 584 3112

Fax: 0191 584 3934

Mob: 07977 279838

Email: andylees@durhambiodiversity.org.uk

The Durham Hedgerow Partnership is a group of local authorities, and farming and wildlife organisations who are working to protect and restore hedgerows in the whole of former County Durham from South Tyneside to Darlington.  The partnership is provided with support from the Durham Biodiversity Partnership Officer – Andy Lees

The Durham Biodiversity Partnership includes many organisations who are working to conserve wildlife in the Durham area.  The executive partners are: Durham Wildlife Trust, English Nature, The Environment Agency, Tyne Tees Farming and Wildlife Group, DEFRA, Gateshead Council, South Tyneside Council, City of Sunderland, Darlington Council and Durham County Council.

Durham Wildlife Trust is the host organisation for the Durham Biodiversity Partnership Officer.  The Trust takes action to protect the wildlife of County 
Durham, the City of Sunderland and Boroughs of Gateshead, South 
Tyneside and Darlington. The Trust has over 8,000 members and manages 
25 nature reserves and four visitor centres. It operates an education 
programme linked to the National Curriculum and manages projects to 
protect rare and threatened species. For more information, please 
contact Mark James on 0191 5843112.

Examples of hedgerows in Gateshead and Sunderland planted or restored as part of this year’s pilot scheme are available from Andy Lees (contact above).
